THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE

Alexander was an eternally discontented rebel, always in a
state of opposition. He had not belied his nature in 1814.
After having insured the triumph of the Old Regime, he
had turned his back on it and begun to flirt with Napole-
onism and Revolution. He was the anchor to which all
the leftovers of the Napoleonic adventure tried to hitch
themselves. Josephine, befqre her death, Eugene de Beau-
harnais, filise Baciocchi, Marie Louise, the Emperor's
brothers, had all become his friends and protfyes. In
Switzerland, he had become the most outspoken champion
of the Revolution against the Old Regime. In December
he went much further. The Austrian Emperor had de-
cided to make another attempt to reach an agreement with
Russia on Poland^ through the intervention of Prussia.
Hardenberg had agreed to confer with Alexander, as
spokesman for the two German states. The Emperor and
he met, probably on November 30. Alexander, who for
some time had felt Prussia slipping away from him, was
very friendly, listened to him kindly, and showed himself
agreeable to reconciliation. But he did not come to the
bottom of the* matter. He declared that he would let Har-